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A LL IN THE
FA MILY

Photography ⁄ Amit Pasricha  
   Words ⁄ Elizabeth Eapen   

Four generations of Dhawans have lived in this New Delhi 
house, which has seen several additions, alterations and 

makeovers with the passage of time

COV ER ED 
COU RT YA R D
This double height space between the 
bar/formal dining area and the formal 
living room evokes a courtyard feel 
while being both functional and 
aesthetic. The installation of bird forms 
by Exhibit-D in wood and copper add a 
dramatic element and create a moving 
tableaux of light and shade throughout 
the day.
Get the look Exhibit-D can customise 
the design as per your space and fancy.  

ENTR A NCE PA SSAGE
The unusual facade was a unanimous choice, with architect and 
family being in complete agreement. The external grade copper 
cladding was fabricated by Exhibit-D. The copper story continues 
both inside and outside, starting from the gate, name and house 
number plates, skirting details, staircase and balcony railings and 
accessories.  
Get the look The copper beetles are by Exhibit-D and Casa Paradox.

HOME PROFILE
THE PROPERTY Designed for the 
entire Dhawan clan, currently the 
3,375 sq ft space houses Vijay and his 
wife Bunty, their son Bharat, 
daughter-in-law Aditi, and 
granddaughters Meher and Nylah.  
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FOR M A L LI V ING ROOM
A Paresh Maity canvas dominates the focus wall, 
which appears recessed by two false walls on 
either side with French inspired POP work. French 
windows open out onto the lawn and provide wide 
and easy access to this area when the family 
entertains. The marble topped table and chairs in 
the foreground are old family pieces.
Get the look Get similar sofas at The House Of 
Things and carpets from Meraas Crafts.  

S N Dhawan and his wife Bimla lived in a rented house in 
New Delhi’s Daryaganj after they came to India following 
the Partition in 1947. “My grandfather went to a land sale 
auction in 1952, and bought this plot with money they 
had kept aside for a car,” says Gautam Dhawan, “and my 
grandmother was so angry with him.” She felt he was 
wasting good money on a piece of land in the wilderness, 
which was what the now swish, upper-crust enclave of 
Malcha Marg in the Chanakyapuri area was, at the time. 

The first building that came up on the site comprised a ground 
level and two first floor bedrooms, which they rented out. After 
their oldest son Vijay got married, the senior Dhawans moved 
back to Malcha Marg in 1977. Some more additions were made, 
a barsati added, and the next generation arrived. “Then that 
was it till about 20 years ago,” says Gautam, Vijay Dhawan’s 
son, who ran his own design studio in London for eight  
years before moving back to India, and is now an interior and  
accessories designer who runs his f irm Exhibit-D in  
New Delhi, and has been the force behind the redesign for the 
old house. “We grew up in that house with my grandparents 
and parents. But once my brother Bharat and I started needing 
our independent spaces, some more renovations happened, 
making room for inevitable changes.” 

This renovation, a totally new rebuild that has replaced the 
old structure, took place in 2014. “When my grandparents 
passed away, the sanctions for the new house we had decided 
to build had already been cleared and time was running out,” 
recollects Gautam. The family shifted to a rented place in 
Defence Colony, selected an architect (the interior designer 
being a family member certainly helped) and the work started.

Anika Mittal set up her architecture firm, Mold, in New 
Delhi in 2013, after specialising in Urban Design in the US. 
The relatively young architect who had just set up her own 
practice may not have seemed an obvious choice, but “we 
had collaborated on some projects together as architect and 
designer, so when my parents were looking for an architect I 
suggested Anika. We thought it would be a refreshing change 
to bank on young talent. We exchanged ideas for nearly a year 
before the work started,” says Gautam. And as it often happens 
in a collaboration, lines between architecture and interior 
design blurred as ideas and execution combined and coalesced. 

It was a step and an exercise that has certainly paid off. 
Viewed from outside, the brown-hued monolithic facade 
dressed in copper panels (a unanimous choice) and Dholpur 
stone, can be seen to be broken by specially designed balco-
nies that create a play of volume. The house in its new 
avatar accommodates a ground, first, second and third 
floor. What could have been a rather dark ground floor now 
hardly requires artificial lights during the day, thanks to 
the strategic use of glass-affording expansive views of the 
greens outside and an open-to-sky courtyard-like space, 
in the middle of the house with an unusual installation that 
uniquely defines the whole ground floor. “All except the 
ground level have been designed to function as independent 
units as the need arises,” says Anika. “The brief was that at 
some point each family might want their individual units.  

Like so many 
others of that 
generation,  
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Layout of the house, supported by clever use of glass, 
allows a through-view, ample natural light that is 

shaded adequately to avoid the harsh glare
FA MILY LOU NGE
Initially planned as a bedroom on the first floor, 
Anika convinced the Dhawans that it should not be 
walled in. Sliding door panels can be closed to 
convert the space into a full bedroom and there is a 
bathroom attached. The full length glass wall at the 
far end also opens up the area.  
Get the look Find similar sofas and cushions at 
Sarita Handa. For the indoor plants, check out 
greenmylife.com. 

BA R LOU NGE
The teak wood ceiling in this area continues to the 
formal dining room. Designed by Mold and 
fabricated by Exhibit-D, it is both aesthetic and 
utilitarian, hiding wiring, AC vents and other 
services. The artwork is an oil on canvas by Yusuf 
Arakkal. The teakwood bar has a petrified wood 
top. The chandelier is an old family piece. The 
service passage behind the bar area, camouflaged 
by tall palms, connects to the kitchen.
Get the look Check out similar sofas at The Cane 
Boutique and Carpet Cellar for carpets. 

LI V ING ROOM COR N ER
To left is a Husain and straight ahead an oil on canvas 
by Vivek Kumavat, titled Dancing Nandis, 2017.

So, the third floor is totally independent and this can be  
replicated on each floor by altering some walls and realigning 
spaces, creating full units for a family, even though it functions 
more or less as a joint unit now.” 

Four years into the rebuild, 12-year-old Meher and 10-year-old 
Nylah, Bharat and Aditi Dhawan’s daughters, with their strik-
ingly individual bedrooms, are the fourth generation in the 
house on the linear plot of land bought by their great grandfa-
ther 68 years ago. The old mosaic flooring has been replaced by 
Italian marble, the 18-inch thick old walls by the more standard 
9-inch ones, and old interiors have given way to contemporary 
tastes and ideas. But the real charm of homes, remodelled or 
new, lies not in what the eye sees, but in the memories it holds 
and the ones it creates for succeeding generations. This one 
has a lot of them. 

To see more of  Anika’s work log onto www.mold.net.in
Find Gautam’s works at ExhibitDByGautamDhawan on FB



HOMES / ETC

August 2018  Livingetc   I   33 

FOR M A L DIN ING ROOM
The teak wood ceiling continues from the bar 
area. Artwork is oil on canvas by Patnaik.  
The 12-seater dining table in teak with a walnut 
top and high gloss polyester coating, the 
bluebells light installation in Makrana marble 
with Swarovski elements and the backlit feature 
wall with its French inspired design are designed 
and made by Exhibit D. The entire wall n 
Makrana marble was handmade over 18 months 
by craftsmen from Rajasthan in the Exhibit-D 
workshop. The console is a single log of teak with 
a copper base. 

K ITCHEN
The family kitchen has been designed to provide 
maximum functionality and easy movement. 
Get the look Hafele can customise kitchen 
installations. Find similar cooking pans at Le 
Creuset. 

LIVINGETC LOVES
✳Larger-than-life art and  
light installations .
✳Statement walls done  
in unusual materials like Makrana marble. 
✳False ceilings that have been created in 
interesting designs. 
✳That all the floors, except the ground level, have 
been designed to function as independent units, 
as and  
when the need arises. 
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LI V ING ROOM COR N ER
Art is by Anjolie Ela Menon, acrylic on board.  
The antique side table and alabaster pendant 
lampshade have been with the family for years. 
Pigeons in Makrana marble, glass topped silver 
coffee table and a Kashmiri silk carpet define 
the corner.  
Get the look Check out Adarsh Gill Home for 
similar glass coffee tables and accessories. 
D’Decor has similar upholstery fabrics. 

Architect Anika Mittal of MOLD

ENTR A NCE FOY ER
This area is defined by the structural staircase  
in wood, stone, glass and copper. The 
combination of materials creates a feeling of 
space and lightness.

Gautam Dhawan of Exhibit-D 
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PA R ENTS’ BEDROOM
All the main bedrooms were designed like suites, says Anika, with both sleeping 
and relaxing areas and offering generous views of the outdoors.  
Doors on the left lead to the walk-in closet and bathroom. The niche to  
the right accommodates a dressing area, with a 150-year-old dressing table. 
Wardrobes at the far end have been made to look like a wooden wall. The bed is an 
antique piece from Kolkata, the wall bracket is used as a personal prayer space. 
Get the look The marble accessories on the divider cabinet are by Exhibit-D. 
Bedside lamps by Exhibit-D and Casa Paradox, bed linen by Shades of India. 

POW DER ROOM
The twin powder rooms located at one end of the entrance foyer boast quartz 
vanity counter and washbasins, giving the rooms an uber-luxe touch. Finished with 
copper accessories and mirror, these are one of the many high points in this home.

N Y L A H’S BEDROOM
Wood effect wallpaper imparts the look that she 
wanted. Silver plated cows in stainless steel are by 
Exhibit-D. 
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IDEAS TO STEAL
Think marble, copper and brass with majestic artworks and furniture in muted tones. 
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A LL IN THE
FA MILY

Photography ⁄ Amit Pasricha  
   Words ⁄ Elizabeth Eapen   

Four generations of Dhawans have lived in this New Delhi 
house, which has seen several additions, alterations and 

makeovers with the passage of time

THE IN N ER 
COU RT YA R D
This double height space between the 
bar/formal dining area and the formal 
living room evokes a courtyard feel 
while being both functional and 
aesthetic at the same time. The 
installation of bird forms by Exhibit-D in 
wood and copper add a dramatic 
element and create moving tableaux of 
light and shade throughout the day.
Get the look Exhibit D can customise 
the design as per your space and fancy.  

ENTR A NCE PA SSAGE
The unusual facade was a unanimous 
choice, with architect and family  
being in complete agreement.  
The external grade copper cladding 
was fabricated by Exhibit-D.  
The copper story continues both  
inside and outside, starting from the 
gate, name and house number plates, 
skirting details, staircase and balcony 
railings and accessories. Copper is  
both beautiful and sustainable, 100  
per cent recyclable, imparting a  
unique look and glow. 
Get the look The copper beetles are by 
Exhibit-D and Casa Paradox.

HOME PROFILE
THE PROPERTY Designed for a 
family of three, the home covers an 
area of 1,500 sqft that incorporates a 
living room, dining room, den, two 
bedrooms with attached bathrooms. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
Wooden flooring, ̀ 250 
onwards, oak planks by 
Pergo; marble flooring, price 
on request, Classic Marbles. 
carpet, price on request, 
Hands Carpets. 

ANTICLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT Fan, price on 
request, Aerocool Orient; pendant lamp, price on 
request, Factory by Elisa Giovannoni; bed, price on 
request, Iqrup+Ritz; table lamp, price on request, Cleo 
Sanctum; animal figurine, price on request, Address 
Home; lamp, ̀ 13,000, Apartment9; decanter, ̀ 9,000, 
Vendome INV Home; Langeais crystal pitcher, price on 
request, Lalique; candle stand, price on request, 
Bougeoir Lalique; round table, price on request, 
Interlude  Home; sofa, price on request, Essentia 
Environments; cushion, ̀ 2850, Nya Nordiska.

DOU BLE HEIGHT  
FOY ER
There are two powder rooms at the far end of 
the foyer where the copper story continues in 
the door knobs, accessories, mirrors and fittings. 
Wash basins and countertops in quartz bring in 
the glamour quotient. The chequered flooring, 
double height glass covered space and textured 
walls gives the area a courtyard feel with the 
light filtering in, creating interesting interplays of 
light and shade throughout the day.
Get the look Same as before. 


