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Young Achievers  Anika Mittal Dhawan

Anika Mittal Dhawan, Founder and Director, Mold Design Studio,  
feels it is time to accept the amalgamation of global and Indian designs.

A Steady Framework
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Q Tell us how you started Mold Design Studio and Amalgam.
I am an Architect and an Urban Designer with more than a 
decade of experience across all facets of architecture design 
and construction industry in India and UK. I graduated 
from Sushant School of Art & Architecture, New Delhi, and 
did an MSc in Urban Design from The Bartlett, UCL, 
London. After working for other studios for a few years, I 
decided to take the plunge and start an independent 
architecture studio. That is how Mold Design Studio, based 
in New Delhi, was born. I believe that design is a way of life, 
and that manifests in my engagement with Amalgam. I am 
the founding Partner of Amalgam, which is a design studio 
that specialises in using traditional Indian craft of inlay to 
redefine the contemporary Indian aesthetic as a blend of 
convention and modernity. We manufacture home 
accessories and interior decor products.

Q What inspired you to pursue architecture?
Design and buildings have always enticed me. From small 
details of a wall or a door to large cities, the built form has 
always excited me. Hence, architecture seemed to be the 
right choice. I feel architecture and history together provide 
a real character to any place or city and that is what attracts 
people to travel and discover new places and new cities. It 

The interiors break away 
from the totally modern look 

to add a classic elegance.

Architect Anika Mittal Dhawan

Notable work
•	The	Hill	Haven	Retreat,	Uttarakhand
•	Umber	Homes,	Delhi
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The copper cladding pattern 
complements the floor tiles.

Simplistic in design and materiality, 
the feel and mood of the living space 
showcase the finest craftsmanship.

The dining room, with the two 
chandeliers, provides the perfect 
backdrop for a glamorous setting.
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our culture. It is also a reflection of the social, cultural, 
environmental conditions that unite aesthetics and function. 
There needs to be a new language that balances the global 
and the Indian, and respects the local traditions, climate 
and culture. Through our design philosophy we aim to 
mould and sculpt all objects, from large cities, spaces to 
products, as per the needs and requirements of the users. 
Mold Design Studio is focused on providing comprehensive 
solutions across all stages of design and construction.  

Through our projects, we 
explore and innovate with 
traditional prototypes, 
blending them with 
contemporary techniques.

Contact: Mold Design Studio, S 311, Greater Kailash, 
New Delhi 110048, Tel 09899437755

was the same for me, especially when I was growing up. I 
discovered new aspects every day when I travelled and 
visited new places. I realised architecture is exciting and 
wanted to explore more in this domain. As a designer or an 
architect, we need to play multiple roles and be interested 
in more than one art form. When I am not working I enjoy 
writing and photography as well. 

Q Is the design process different for different projects?
Each project is a unique challenge, and hence, a result of an 
in-depth design process that involves the user, in order to 
create an optimised and dynamic solution. Through our 
projects, we explore and innovate with traditional prototypes, 
blending them with contemporary techniques and 
technology to conceive pragmatic designs that fit well within 
the global, multi-cultural design agenda. We have done 
projects that range from boutique residences to commercial 
complexes and hospitality to master planning projects. 

Q Is architecture in India evolving?
I believe that architecture is a tool to express ourselves and 

Clad in Dholpur stone, the façade of this Delhi 
house looks stunning even from a distance.

The glass doors in the master bedroom create a 
seamless visibility with the greenery outside.

This article was featured in CW INTERIORS, India’s first B2B Interiors magazine from the house of ASAPP Info Global Services Pvt Ltd. For more details on the  
magazine visit www.cwinteriors.in or mail: sub@ASAPPinfoGLOBAL.com for subscription and sales@ASAPPinfoGLOBAL.com to advertise.


