
When designing a house, an architect has to keep in mind that 
its functionality and architecture stays relevant for years to 
come. That was the concept behind designing Umber Home, 

in the diplomatic enclave of Malcha Marg, Delhi, designed for the 
owners of design house ‘Exhibit D’. 

Adding insight on the design philosophy, architect Anika Mittal Dhawan 
of Mold Design Studio, says, “The concept was to articulate a residence for 
a multi-generational family that has a contemporary timeless architecture 
that is unified as a whole whilst retaining an individual character.” 

The client brief was centered around creating a ‘family home’ unlike 
the standard stand-alone models practiced nowadays with identical 
monotonous façade across all floors. Simple and linear, the design 
revolves around the front garden/lawn, which is a rare urban opportunity 
these days. It provides a foreground and a breathable green space, to 
create a healthy transition from the street to the verandah. The house 
is designed around a central open space that unifies all floors, while 
providing a relief space that brings in light and also an opportunity 
to create a sculptural element. “By doing so, the space of the house 
becomes a living space that seems to expand and contract on 
individual occupancies to juxtapose vivid functions of each person in 
the overall definition of home. Further, the layout of the floor has been 
planned to create maximum openness, so that the garden and built 
space become an extension of each other, allowing activities to spill 
from one edge to the other effortlessly,” says Dhawan.

1 
The juxtaposition of 
the double-height- 
space on the 
ground floor with  
the open to sky 
cutout creates  
an interesting play 
of volumes.

2
The materiality for 
all interiors, flooring, 
and ceiling, etc., 
is kept muted, in 
line with client’s 
preferences and 
to offset the interior 
design and decor.
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Artistic Space



3 
Simple in design, the use of 
wooden soffit contrasting 
with the stone flooring, glass 
railings and the wooden 
handrail, allows the folded 
plate staircase to become 
a feature in itself while 
achieving the intent of 
making the space larger.

4 
The master bedrooms on 
two floors are designed as 
suites with walk in closets 
and dressers.

the umber home is a 12,000 sq. ft. space, spread across four floors. As a measure to enhance 
the perceptibility of spaces from the outside, the geometric façade emerges from the 
monolithic design with a dynamic composition of subtractions to invite natural light, facilitate 
ventilation and necessitate visual depth.

the house is dressed in shades of copper. clad in Dholpur stone, its deep faded beige; and 
elemental highlights of copper to detach the ground floor from upper monolithic volume, 
gleaming railings and a top band to tie the entire façade; the form irradiates under the vibrant 
sun of Delhi. The balconies are conceived to break the monolithic form to create a dynamic 
play of volumes. The shimmering copper is placed to fade through the years to merge 
harmoniously with the stone, and then, decay further to reflect a blue-green finish, adding  
a disparate image, grain and memory, reflective of the age of the house and passing time. 
copper is a highly sustainable material-with about 80 per cent recyclable value, durable,  
low in terms of maintenance requirements and with a long life, while providing diversity in 
colour and texture is hence an appropriate choice.
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5 
All rooms, bathrooms and 
the kitchen are designed 
to get maximum light 
through full height windows 
and high ceilings, while 
integrating all services 
which are essential to a 
good project.

6 
The balconies are 
conceived to break the 
monolithic form to create a 
dynamic play of volumes. 
Designed to provide an 
end-to-end visual integrity, 
with green cover placed 
at the boundaries to gently 
confine the activities, 
provide privacy and create 
a sense of enclosure.

7
Simple and linear, the 
design revolves around 
the front garden/lawn, 
which is a rare urban 
opportunity these days. 
It provides a foreground 
and a breathable green 
space, to create a healthy 
transition from the street to 
the verandah.

the entertainment activities are planned on the ground floor, to maximize the utility and 
view of the front garden, so that they can directly open out into the green space. Designed 
to provide an end-to-end visual integrity, with green cover placed at the boundaries to gently 
confine the activities, provide privacy and create a sense of enclosure. the living areas are 
divided over the first and second floors with the basement being used for storage and services. 
Further, the top floor is designed as an independent, self-sufficient unit. the juxtaposition of the 
double-height space on the ground floor with the open-to-sky cut-out creates an interesting 
play of volumes. 

the master bedrooms on two floors are designed as suites with walk-in closets and dressers. 
the rooms have full frontage that maximizes the views of the green foliage outdoors, while 
bringing in maximum sunlight along with fantastic tree top views of the facing park.

Designed as a multi-functional space on the first floor, the family lounge opens up the first 
floor, and can be modified to become the guest room when required, by a simple sliding 
folder and customizable furniture that opens up to a bed when needed. All rooms, bathrooms 
and the kitchen are designed to get maximum light through full height windows and high 
ceilings, while integrating all services which are essential to a good project. Simple in design, 
the use of wooden soffit contrasting with the stone flooring, glass railings and the wooden 
handrail, allows the folded plate staircase to become a feature in itself while achieving the 
intent of making the space larger. the materiality for all interiors flooring, and ceiling, etc.,  
is kept muted, in line with client’s preferences and to offset the interior design and decor.

The brief given to Dhawan was to design a single unit such that it could be easily divided 
into independent floors with similar programmes to cater to unpredictable future requirements. 
Addressing this, the house has been designed as a single unit house over four floors, for a  
multi-generational family, and the residence is conceived as a unified space while still 
respecting individual spaces. 

“We fortunately had no necessity of deviating from the given brief, as we could successfully 
design all the spaces efficiently by sticking to the requirements,” says Dhawan.

It had its challenges though. “The current urban challenge with all the city homes in Delhi is 
to achieve maximum FAr while, still trying to break away the monotony of an identical façade 
over all the floors. Also the challenge for us as architects was to create a space that had all the 
requirements integrated in a tight FAr, while still trying to achieve a volume that created an 
interesting space with maximum openness,” says Dhawan. 
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The design encourages 
complete usage of the 
available natural lighting. 
As a measure to enhance 
the perceptibility of spaces 
from the outside, the 
geometric façade emerges 
from the monolithic design 
with dynamic subtractions 
to capture natural light, 
facilitate ventilation and 
enhance visual depth.  
the overall artificial lighting 
has been done with the 
use of down lighter to give 
general illumination to the 
spaces. Along with that 
wall washer, directional 
lights have also been used 
to further accentuate the 
interiors and the collection 
of artwork that the clients 
owned.  The spaces 
have been designed for 
decorative light fixtures like 
lamps, hanging lights that 
add character and mood 
lights to any space.  
The experience is elevated, 
as the entire lighting in the 
entertainments areas is 
controlled by automation, 
which further helps in 
creating a great user 
experience and also give the 
user opportunities to create 
different mood settings at 
different times.
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AnKitA mittAl DhAwAn
Ankita Mittal is an Architect and an Urban Designer with over 
8 years of experience across all the facets of design and 
construction industry in india and uK. graduated from Sushant 
School of Art & Architecture, new Delhi and mSc in urban 
design from the bartlett, ucl, london, she is the founding 
director of mold design studio, based in New Delhi and founding 
partner of Amalgam, a design studio that specializes in using the 
traditional Indian craft of inlay to redefine the contemporary 
Indian aesthetic as a blend of convention and modernity. 
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8 
The geometric façade emerges 
from the monolithic design 
with a dynamic composition 
of subtractions to invite natural 
light, facilitate ventilation and 
necessitate visual depth.

mailto:info@mold.net.in

